
Civics Behind The Scenes!

Shannon Everhart and Kyle Whisenant



Your Tour Guides
Shannon Everhart is an educator at Horizons 
Unlimited History and Science Center of Rowan 
Salisbury School System.  She taught all levels of 
World History, US History, Civics and 
Economics, American History I and II, AP US 
History at Mount Pleasant High School for over 
13 years.

Kyle Whisenant is a Instructional Technology 
Specialist at Horizons Unlimited in Salisbury, 
NC. He has been teaching for 10 years as an 8th 
grade Social Studies teacher, high school 
technology facilitator, and now his current role 
at Horizons.



Why tour the town?
● 4th grade standards focus on 

market economy.
● We have 10 towns or cities in 

our county that each have a 
local government.

● Students were not consistently 
learning about the operation of 
their specific town.

● Students didn’t understand 
how local government 
operated.

● Economics is a difficult subject 
to teach exclusively in the 
classroom.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQzy0Ihmmtw


Logistics

● Schedule
● Meeting with 

businesses
● Talking to 

Government 
Officials

● Preparing 
Materials



Initial Contact
Good afternoon!
 
My name is Kyle Whisenant and I am a teacher at Horizons Unlimited with the Rowan-Salisbury Schools. This year I have 
been putting together field trips for 4th grade students all over Rowan for them to learn firsthand the way government and 
entrepreneurship work hand in hand with their own local municipality. I would like to talk with you further about the program 
and work on scheduling some dates for the schools (China Grove, Bostian, and Knollwood Elementary) in your area to 
come visit Town Hall and possibly meet their local government representative.
 
Would you have some time available next week for me to come and meet with you?
 
Thank you so much!
 
 
Kyle Whisenant
Social Studies and Coding Bus Instructor
Horizons Unlimited
Appalachian State ’10 and ‘13



Schedule Confirmation
Hello everyone!
 
I am finalizing what the days schedule will look like:
3/5: CGES (96 students) @ 9:00 am
Town Hall Rotations
Rotation A 9-10
Rotation B 10-11
 
The businesses that we are using are: Goodman Farm, F & M bank, and they will be touring the Roller Mill 
as well.
 
About the Schedule: I think our goal might be to try and keep everyone on the morning so that you and your 
other volunteers don’t have to wait the whole day on us. We can take half of the whole group (for example 
CGES, we will take 48 to town hall, and the other 48 can go through the businesses) then halfway through 
we can flip. I think this will make the experience better for everyone involved.
 
Let me know what you think! We are very excited for this experience!



Schedule

● School 
Calendar

● Time of Year
● Lunches
● Size of grade 

level
● Transportation



Business Partnerships
● Community focused 

businesses.
● Entrepreneurs who wanted 

to tell their story.
● Commonly visited or 

visible businesses in the 
heart of the town.

● Banks, barbershops, tattoo 
parlors, music stores, 
construction companies, 
etc.

● JUST ASK!





Government Partnerships

● Working with their 
schedule.

● Learning their stories 
and encouraging 
them to share those 
with the kids.

● Mock Town Council 
Meeting

● JUST ASK!





Preparing Materials

● Postcards
● Stamps
● Reflection 

Sheets
● Nametags





Questions? How can we help 
you plan this trip?



Thank you!
See you around town!


